Ref let & sou.ks1.par.word.s 

3rd December 2007 

Dear Parents

LETTERS AND SOUNDS – K.S.1

The new scheme “Letters and Sounds” is gradually being introduced throughout the school.  On January 23rd we will be holding a workshop for parents to find out more about it and particularly to help children at home.  The initiative has come into schools as part of the PRIMARY NATIONAL STRATEGY, directly from the department for Education and Skills.  Schools are not obliged to use it, but we think it has a lot to offer.

In Years 1 and 2 homework will come home which will show you the “families” of spellings the children have been working on e.g. ‘oo’  ‘ee’  ‘ay’ words.  The new strategy is used every day in school.  Please work with these families by finding some words and listing them in homework books.  

Sentences containing the families will be sent home too.  Read them and practise writing them.  They will be dictated to the children the following week as an assessment.

Attached are the 100 high-frequency words in order.  By the end of Year 1 children should be able to read all of these and spell most of them.  They must be able to read them before spelling is expected.

In Year 2 children will eventually move on to adding suffixes e.g. ing  ed  s  er  est  y  en  ful  ly  ment  ness.  

Thank you for any help you are able to give.

Yours sincerely

Dr Dianne H Marshall

Headteacher

